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@ LOCAL AND WORLD REPORT

FOCUS ON BREAKING NEWS THIS MORNING
IN BAHRAIN AND ACROSS THE GLOBE

‘Time to choose’

STOCKHOLM: Swedish activ-
ist Greta Thunberg joined calls
for a combined effort to tackle
coronavirus and the climate cri-
sis, saying the 50th anniversary
of Earth Day yesterday was the
time to choose a “new way
forward™.

Dramatic improvements in air
and water quality as coronavirus
lockdowns have cut pollution have
prompted calls for a low-carbon
future, but the need to get millions

back to work is clouding the envi-
ronmental picture.

With economies round the world
shut down, wildlife has returned to
city streets, with wolves, deer and
kangaroos spotted on thoroughfares
usually teeming with traffic.

Fish have been seen in Venice
canals no longer polluted by motor
boats, while residents of some
Indian cities have reported seeing
the Himalayas for the first time in
decades

Satellite imagery has shown sig-

nificant air quality improvements
across Europe and Asia, including
China, where the coronavirus pan-
demic emerged.

But residents in some of China’s
most smog-prone cities said they
feared blue skies would not last as
the world’s second biggest econo-
my got back to work.

“In the second half of the year,
when the epidemic eases, the
weather will slowly be worse
after factories reopen,” said Tang
Zhiwei, 27, a resident of Shanghai.
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“Try vour best to enjoy the blue

taking part in a
streamed event to mark E
said action to tackle coror
did not mean the climate crisis had

“We need to tackle two crises at

c,
“Whether we like it or not the
world has changed,
pletely different from how it did a
few months ago and it will proba-
bly not look the same xli_dli] and we

rth Da
virus

it looks com- M Staff from the Florida Keys-based Turtle Hospital

e going to have to choose a
new way forward,” the teenager
said.

UN chief Antonio Guterres
urged governments in an Earth
Day message to usc their eco-
nomic responses to the pandem-
ic to tackle the “even deeper
ency” of climate change.
global battle lines
emerging between  inves-
tors backing “green stimulus’
measures and industry lobby-
ists aiming to weaken climate
regulations, Guterres cautioned

GENEVA: The head of the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) said yesterday that he
hoped the Trump administra-
tion would reconsider its sus-
pension of funding, but that his
main focus was on ending the
pandemic and aa\ ing lives.

There were “worrying up-
ward trends” in carly Lpldumu
in parts of Africa and central
and South America, WHO di-
rector general Tedros Adhanom

reyesus said.
countries are still in
the carly stages of their ¢p-
idemics and some that were
affected carly in the pandemic
are starting to see a resurgence
in cases,” Tedros told Geneva
journalists in a virtual briefing.

“Make no mistake we have
a long way to go. This virus
will be with us for a long time,”
he said, while noting that ep-
idemics in Western Europe
appear to be stabilising or de-
clining.

US President Donald Trump
last week criticised the WHO's
handling of the pandemic and
announced he was suspending
funding to the UN agency.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo yesterday said the US
strongly belicves that China’s
ruling Communist party failed
to report the outbreak of the

ca.

lower Aldo Leopold, a 100-pound juvenile green sea
turtle, to the beach to be released into the Atlantic
Ocean to mark Earth Day

governments against bailing out
heavily polluting industries.

The environmental stakes
were rising even before the pan-
demic’s economic shutdown
raised hopes in some quarters of
a low-carbon future.

Last year was the hottest on
record in Europe. extending
a run of exceptionally warm
years driven by unprecedented
levels of heai-trapping green-
house gases in the atmosphere,
according to a study released on

Earth D.nr

Virus ‘will be with
us for a long time’

new coronavirus in a timely
manner to the WHO.

“1 hope the freezing of the
funding will be reconsidered
and the US will once again sup-
port WHO’s work and continue
to save lives,” Tedros said. “1
hope the US belicves that this
is an important investment, not

just to help others but for the

US to stay safe also.”

The WHO's top emergencies
expert Dr Mike Ryan warned
against opening up gl ‘global trav-
el too qLua.Ll\ ying it would
require “carcful risk manage-
ment”.

He noted surges in infections
in Africa such as a nearly 300
per cenl incrcasc n cases in
Somalia in the past week. “We
arc at the beginning in Africa,”
Ryan said.

The WHO officials urged
countries to continue investing
in preparedness, saying that
only 76pc had surv clllam.e Sys-
tems to detect cascs.

“There are still many gaps
in the world’s defences and no
single country has everything
in place,” said Tedros.

Amid criticism that it should
have acted carlier, Tedros de-
fended the WHO’s decision to
declare an international emer-
gency only on January 30 — its
highest level of alert.

Help vulnerable states call

RIYADH: The Organisation of Islamic Co-operation (OIC)
urged member states yesterday to help struggling Muslim
states combat the coronavirus pandemic, particularly in Afri-

The 57-member group’s executive committee, after a virtu-
al meeting, also called on member countries to help bridge a
shortfall in essential medical supplies, particularly testing de-
vices and protective equipment.

“No country alone can deal with the damage and multiple
challenges presented by the novel coronavirus,” said a state-
ment. “We call on all member countries and organisations to
show their solidarity with African member states.”
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as viru
facility

A PRIVATE hospital in Bahrain
which was shut down following
a financial crisis has been reo-
pened as a treatment facility for
Coronavirus Disease (Covid-19)
patients.

The International Hospital Bahrain
(IHB), which stopped operating in
June 2018 following years of being at

II]I RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN

the cenire of a massive pay row that
started in 2014, is the latest addition
to Bahrain’s Covid-19 treatment fa-
cilities.

This was announced by the Su-
preme Council for Health (SCH) yes-
terday.

The facility, which will be run

jomnily by the Health Ministry and the
BIJI- Hospital, is part of the govern-
ment’s prevenlive measures to deal
with any emergency that may arise in
the health sector and the need for ex-
tra space to provide Covid-19 patients
h appropriate care and treatment.
“The International Hospital will
be one of the treatment facilities
for Covid-19.” an SCH official told

the GDN.
“Details with regards to the capaci-
ty will be announced later.
“It will be run jointly by the Health
Ministry and the BDF Hospital
“The unit will treat Covid-19 posi-
tive patients.

“The facility is yet to receive
patients as we arc assessing its
readiness.”

B Dr Shaikh Mohammed at the facility with the team

The privaie hospital that opened
in 1978 faced financial difficulties
following the 2011 unrest and 1s yet
to settle pending salaries of its em-
ployees including doctors, nurses and
technicians.

The National Health Regulatory
Authority said in June 2018 that the
hospital would be shut down until it
met all the necessary requirements,
while sources confirmed to the

A MAJOR food aid drive
to support around 4,500
low-income families has
been launched by the
Bahrain Red Crescent So-
ciety (BRCS).

Volunteers have started
the aid distribution that
covers 73 arcas across
the four governorates,
while following all safe-
ty measures that include
wearing face masks and
gloves, and ensuring so-
cial distancing.

“The distribution of aid
in these difficult circum-
stances comes as further
evidence of the Red Cres-
cent Society’s endeavour

Food aid drive
launched for
4.500 homes

to support the Bahraini
community,”
Social Services Commit-
tee head Adel Aljar.

“Reaching more than
four thousand homes in
various regions of Bah-
rain is not easy, but we
accepted this challenge as
part of our
bution to national efforts
to tackle the coronavirus
disease,”

The society’s Public Re-
lations Committee
Ali Kadhem said that Ex-
press company has pro-
vided them with 14 cars
free of charge to help dis-
tribute the food aid.

GDN that the medical facili-

said BRCS

tive contri-

head

B Volunteers have started the distribution of aid

ty’s licence had been revoked
but its commercial registration
(CR) remained valid.

Meanwhile, SCH chairman
Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin
Abdulla Al Khalifa yesterday
made an inspection visit to
assess the facility, along with
members of the National Task
force for Combating Corona-
virus.

*‘Bahrain will spare no ef-
fort in order to confront and
eliminate this virus and will
provide all necessary capabil-
ities including qualified human
resources dnd medical facili-
ties to counter this virus and to
successfully overcome it.” said
Dr Shaikh Mohammed.

Qualified

“The addition of the Inter-
national Hospital to the net-
work of care units devoted to
existing cases comes within
the framework of the continu-
ous efforts under the guidance
of His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and the
First Deputy Prime Minister,

242 Govid-19 patients discharged

MORE than 240 Covid-19
patients in Bahrain recovered
and left treatment and isolation
facilitics yesterday

In addition, 36 mew cases
were registered, taking the total
number of active cases to 976
of whom two remain in critical
condition.

“An additional 242 more
Covid-19 patients have recov-
ered and left treatment and
isolation facilities,” said the
Health Ministry.

“This brings the total number
of recoveries to 1,026.”

However,
not give details of the new
cases.

Bahrain has so far record-
ed 2,009 cases including seven
deaths, all citizens with under-
lying health conditions.

The total number of people
tested is 96,521,

Mcanwhile, yet
group of
from Iran yesterday as part of

Covid-19
the mimstry did

ministry.

to a

another

Bahrainis arrived

the government’s International

Programme (1CRP).

“A Gulf Air-operated repa-
triation flight has arrived in
Bahrain from Ir

“The flight followed all pre-
ventive medical protocols.™

Another flight is scheduled
e today

The GDN yesterday report-
ed that around 600 Bahrainis
are brought home every week

under the ICRP.
Repatriation

said the

back 3,027

pandemic.

These people are among the
1,630 citizens stranded in Iran
since the outbreak of Covid-19.

The government last month
had announced a detailed two-
month evacuation plan to bring
Bahrainis stranded
around the world due to the

Eleven out of the 18 flights
designated to bring back 1.630
Bahrainis in Iran have arrived,
while the remaining are sched-

uled until May 28

living, working, studying and
stranded abroad have expressed
their desire to return to Bahrain
and have registered with the

government’s [CRP.

Direct flight arrangements
for the others have been made
with Gulf Air depending on

to promote health and safety of
all citizens and residents.”

He added that the care unit
was constructed in a record
period and is equipped with
the best equipment of highest
standards.

The GDN announced earlier
that a similar facility was sct
up at the BDF Hospital.

available destinations and The 130-bed facility man-
accessibility, aged by the Royal Medical

The government also Services is on the third floor
revealed that 3,027 out of the of the hospital’s multi-storey
43,699 Bahrainis currently car park and is dedicated to in-

tensive care and is capable of
accommodaling beds equipped
with respiratory and reanima-
tion equipment
raji@gdn.com.bh




THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2020

News of bahrain

Justice M
online Ra

TDT | Manama

series of remote events
will be held during the
oly Month of Ramadan

by the Justice, Islamic Affairs and
Endowments Ministry.

This was announced yester-
day by Justice Minister Shaikh
Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa, who
extended his congratulations to
His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa, His Royal High-
ness the Prime Minister Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa,
and His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander and First Deputy
Premier, on the advent of the
holy month.

The Justice Minister noted that
a number of preachers from the
Religious Affairs Directorate will
deliver religious programmes on
social media networks.

The same directorate has also

Shaikh Khal|d

issued the Ramadan timings ap-
plication on the ministry’s web-
site, www.islam.gov.bh, he said.
Shaikh Khalid also said that
within the ongoing cooperation
between the Justice Ministry and
the Information Affairs Ministry,
two programmes, namely “Be-
coming a Muslim” and “Rama-
dan Insights”, will be broadcast
on Bahrain 55 Channel; while
two other programmes will be

presented on Holy Quran Radio
Station.

Shaikh Khalid also assert-
ed that the Justice Ministry
will broadcast the two TV pro-
grammes, as well as cover its
events on social media, as part of
its efforts to enhance its role on
such electronic platforms.

Meanwhile, the Justice Minis-
ter said that the Zakat and Chari-
ty Fund had donated BD300,000
to the “Feena Khair” campaign,
launched recently to support
efforts to combat the coronavi-
rus (COVID-19), led by HRH the
Crown Prince and in line with
the directives of HM the King’s
Humanitarian Work and Youth
Affairs representative, National
Security Advisor and Royal Hu-
manitarian Foundation Board of
Trustees chairman HH Shaikh
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

Regardingits in-kind contribu-
tions to “Feena Khair”, the Jus-
tice Minister said that BD175,000,

inistry to hold
madan events

from the Zakat (Alms giving) ac-
count have been distributed to its
beneficiaries, in accordance with
the religious guidelines.

In this regard, he said that the
Zakat and Charity Fund had dis-
tributed zakat amounts to 999
families, 650 food baskets to
others, and 100 baskets to fami-
lies registered with the Supreme
Council for Women.

Shaikh Khalid added that 550
baskets have been distributed in
coordination with the voluntary
team of the Royal Humanitarian
Foundation, and food coupons
have been distributed to 35 fami-
lies registered with the Zakat and
Charity Fund.

Eid gifts have also been grant-
ed to 119 children with chronic
diseases and special needs from
low-income families.

The Justice Minister congratu-
lated the Bahraini people, as well
as Arab and Islamic nations, on
the occasion of the holy month.

HM the King issues
decree on customs, law
on property lease

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa
ratified and issued

Decree 19/2020 yesterday on
the Joint Customs Cooperation
Agreement between Bahrain’s
Customs Affairs and Saudi Ara-
bian Customs for the mutual
recognition of each other’s ap-
proved Authorised Economic
Operator.

The agreement was signed
between the two sides in Riyadh
on December 30 of last year.

The Interior Minister shall
implement the decree, which
takes effect one day after its
publication in the Official Ga-
zette.

Meanwhile, His Majesty the
King also ratified and issued
Law 10/2020 yesterday on
amending some provisions of
Law 27/2014 promulgating the
Lease Law.

Under the law, a new item
was added to Article (4), as fol-
lows: “The purpose for which
the leased property is used
must be specified in the con-

tract.”

Three items were also add-
ed to Article (6), as follows: It
is not permissible to register
lease contracts that do not
specify the purpose for which
the leased property is used; It
is not permissible to register
a lease contract of any proper-
ty that is not located in a resi-
dential real estate devoted to
family housing, only after the
approval of the municipality
or the competent entity, and
in accordance with the regula-
tions determined by a decision
thereof after the approval of the
minister in charge of municipal
affairs; Electricity and water
services shall not be delivered
to the real estate tenant only
after submitting a registered
property contract in accord-
ance with the provisions of this
law and the decisions issued in
implementation thereof.

The Prime Minister and min-
isters, each in their respective
capacity, shall implement this
law, which takes effect one day
after its publication in the Offi-
cial Gazette.

HH Shaikh Nasser sets up heritage committee
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Youth Affairs representative,

Sports (SCYS) chairman His edict yesterday setting up the
is Majesty the King’s Hu- National Security Advisor and Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Traditional Sports Committee
manitarian Works and Supreme Council for Youthand Hamad Al Khalifa issued an (Mawrooth).
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fby” LICENSED

PRIVATE QUARANTINE FACILITY

COME & EXPERIENCE COMFORT OF
HOME AWAY FROM HOME AT
BEST WESTERN OLIVE HOTEL

= |ndividuals arriving from abroad or those who have
interacted with active COVID19 cases, can avail
comfortable quarantine stay.

= Under the care of trusted team of

Medical Experts with

patient-centered approach
following WHO & MOH guidelines.

FOR ADMISSIONS PLEASE CONTACT

% Ml
is proud to serve the people of Bahrain in
Kingdom's fight aganist
Covid-19 pandemic
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The newly established
panel will be affiliated with
the sCYs and subject to its
supervision and control.

The edict stipulates the
appointment of Khalifa bin
Abdulla Al Qaoud and Ali
Mohammed Fadhel as chair-
man and vice-chairman of
the committee, which in-
cludes as members Ahmed
Khalid Khalfa, Mohammed

Ahmed Al Janahi, Abdulaziz
Mohammed Al Romaihi, Nader
bin Jakhir Al Arjani, Moham-
med Ayedh Al Merri, Rashid
Dheyab Al Romaihi and Khalifa
Abdulaziz Al Kaabi.

HH Shaikh Nasser directed
the committee to conserve Bah-
raini folk heritage and tradition-
al sports, transmit the legacy
down generations, strengthen
their values within society and
promote these longstanding
customs locally, regionally and
internationally.

Moon-sighting
panel to

reconvene tonight
TDT | Manama

he moon-sighting panel

has decided to convene
again tonight, the Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs
(scIA) has announced.

The panel met yesterday
evening at the SCIA head-
quarters to receive testi-
monies about the sighting
of the new moon confirm-
ing the advent of the Holy
Month of Ramadan.

Bahrain Chamber holds virtual general assembly

The Bahraln chamber held yesterday |ts general assembly wrtually in line with national efforts to curb the spread

of the coronavirus (COVID-19). Commencing the meeting, chairman Sameer Nass announced quorum, with the
participation of 273 members of the total 31,041. During the meeting, items listed in the agenda were discussed, namely
discussing and approving the Annual Report of the Board of Directors on the activities of the chamber for year 2019,
discussing and approving the financial position and the report of the External Auditor for the Financial Year 2019, and
appointing an External Auditor. Nass also expressed pride in the national efforts to combat COVID-19, spearheaded by
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. He also hailed the launch of a comprehensive economic stimulus package to
support and invigorate the national economy. Above, Nass, centre, with other officials during the meeting.

Health chlef mspects International Hospltal

Supreme Council of Health president and National Taskforce for Combatting Coronavirus (COVID-19) head Lt. General
Dr. Shaikh Mohamed bin Abdulla Al Khalifa made an inspection visit yesterday to Bahrain International Hospital,
which will be dedicated to treating existing cases of COVID-19. Dr. Shaikh Mohammed was accompanied by a number
of members of the National Taskforce as part of the ongoing efforts to address the virus and ensure the readiness of
precautionary quarantine centers as well as isolation and treatment centers. Above, Dr. Shaikh Mohammed and other

officials during the inspection visit.
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